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The                  
Peapack-

Gladstone 

MAYOR’S CORNER 

Dear Residents: 

    I hope this article finds all of you in good health, and weathering the eco-
nomic turmoil.  We can only hope that a change in administration will help 
turn the ship around. 

    The election results in the Borough were interesting. Of 1,650 registered 
voters, 73%, or 1,207, cast their votes. 424 voted for now President-
elect Obama, and 698 for Senator McCain. On a local level, our congratula-
tions to Doug McDowell on his re-election to the Council, where he cur-
rently serves as Chair of the Finance Committee.  Our congratulations also 
to Dr. Anthony Suriano, currently Chair of the Land Use Board, who will now 
join the Council in January. It is a great pleasure to have these two very 
bright, experienced and dedicated individuals on the Council. Dr. Suriano 
will be taking the seat of Jack Wojton, the current Chair of the Police Com-
mittee, who has served many years on the Council. 
Jack has brought an extraordinary amount of knowl-
edge and experience to the Council, and will be greatly 
missed.   

    As you may know, the Borough contracts with the 
Morris Land Conservancy.  Like the Upper Raritan Wa-
tershed Association (www.urwa.org), it is one of the 
State's preeminent organizations for the preservation 
of open space and land conservation. It has been a 
very successful partnership to date. The Conservancy 
has now changed its name to The Land Conservancy of New Jersey. Its 
website is www.tlc-nj.org. The Borough's contact is Sandy Urgo, the Conser-
vancy's Land Preservation Manager. If you would like to explore donating 
open space or placing land in conservation, please contact her at 973-541-
1010.  Her email address is surgo@tlc-nj.org.   With your help we can con-
tinue to preserve the beautiful natural lands that we all cherish, and which 
make this Borough one of the best places to live in the State. 

    I am delighted to advise that after a year's absence, the American Can-
cer Society's Relay For Life will return to Liberty Park on May 8-9, 2009.  
Please mark your calendars. 

    I am continuing my effort to set up a free document shredding service in 
the Borough. Keep culling out those files that you want to destroy. I don't 
give up on these efforts. 

    Some  residents have complained that one newspaper drops advertising 
material on their driveways, and have urged the Council to adopt an ordi-
nance banning such unwanted "junk", as it constitutes litter, and, when the 
circulars pile up in driveways, announces that homeowners are away.  Un-
fortunately, the distribution of such material is protected by the First 
Amendment, as are unwanted phone calls.  The best solution, therefore, is 
to call the paper to stop the delivery.  For the Star Ledger, call 1-888-782-
7533.                  Continued on Page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

      From time to time residents complain to me by email or in person that they have received a parking ticket, and 
want to discuss the matter. A few request that I speak with the Police Department.  I have replied that I cannot com-
ment, as I do not think it is appropriate for me to intervene for any purpose with respect to the issuance of a ticket, or 
become involved in any resulting court proceedings. The merit, or lack of merit, of the ticket will have to be decided by 
the court.  

     Some of the complaints involve parking tickets for "No Parking" areas. Our parking signs are in conformance 
with State standards. In one instance we had the curb painted yellow to highlight the no parking area.  

     I have set up a committee to update our Borough's website and make it much more attractive, user-friendly and 
informative. Rich Rampinelli, a Recreation Commissioner and member of our Trails Advisory Committee, has volun-
teered his and his firm's time and expertise for this purpose.  His firm, RJR Solutions, Inc. is located in Morristown 
(973-425-0900) and is a full service IT support firm.  Judi O'Brien, who is our Assistant Treasurer/ Deputy Tax Collec-
tor and Webmaster, will be working with Rich on this project.  We are hopeful that the new website can eventually in-
clude items such as email alerts, notices of upcoming events and a photo gallery. 

     Our litigation with COAH continues.  This will be a long, complex matter, as it involves many municipalities and third 
parties before the Appellate Division. Meanwhile, we continue our COAH planning so that we are not subject to a suit 
by hostile third parties for "builders' remedies".  

     We also continue our analysis of the Highlands regulations. I recently appeared before the Highlands Council to 
pose questions regarding its recent Memorandum of Understanding with COAH and the potential impact of that 
Memorandum, and a recent Executive Order of Governor Corzine, on the Borough. It is important that we stay on top 
of all of these fast moving and now interwoven agencies to make the best informed decisions for our Borough. 

     The Borough's free disposal of electronics, which took place at the headquarters of the Peapack-Gladstone Bank 
on September 13, was a great success.  AERC Recycling Solutions collected over 50,000 pounds.  Additional collec-
tions were made at the Borough's highly successful Second Annual Green Community Festival, held on November 1st. 
These collections also enabled AERC to make donations to COTA, the Children's Transplant Association. If you still 
have electronics to dispose of, contact Emilia Jarzynska at AERC at 866-447-5177.  

      For those who have not had an opportunity to view the additions to Bernards High School, they are beautiful. For 
those groups looking for a very nice place to meet, please keep in mind that the Community Room at the High School 
is generally available Monday to Saturday from 7 AM to ll PM.  You can pick up a Facilities Use Application at the main 
office of the High School.  Fees are $250 for non-profits and $500 for profit organizations. Custodial fees are $42 per 
hour. Fees may be waived for governmental organizations. The capacity is 84 people.  

     The development of our Borough-wide trail system goes forward.  The Trails Advisory Committee has walked the 
sites to mark the trails, and to decide how best to construct the same. We are grateful to Alan Tinquist and his wood-
working shop at the High School for making the trail signs for us. I was happy to donate, for this purpose, pieces of 
cedar flooring left over from building a new deck.  Mr. Tinquist advised that he would be delighted to receive any good  
wood donations for his classes. If you are interested, please email him at atinquist@shsd.org.  

      I hope you did not miss the Historic Barn Tour. It was also a great success. The Historical Preservation Commission 
is discussing its next event for 2009, which could be an historic house tour.   

     The work on the Virgin Spa's restaurant goes forward.  Unfortunately, much of the roof, beautiful colored slate and 
"Harry Potter" gable had to be torn down, but will be rebuilt. I was able to rescue two bricks from the old carriage 
house which will form part of the restaurant. One was stamped "S & F Co." and the other "Sayre & Fisher Brick Com-
pany".  This was one of the largest brickyards in the country, but is now out of operation. It was located in Sayreville, 
New Jersey along the Raritan River, in an area famous in the l800's for its pottery and bricks. The firm was founded in 
l850 by James Sayre of Newark and Peter Fisher of New York, and eventually owned 2,000 acres of prime clay beds. 
The town was originally named Wood's Landing, but changed to Sayreville as the brick company thrived. By l913, it 
was turning out 178 million bricks a year. By l950, it had made over 6 billion bricks, enough to build 400,000 homes. 
If you go to Sayreville, see the Sayreville Historical Society, which is located near the old brickworks.  They are open on 
Sunday afternoons. There are still brick "company houses" on Sayreville's Main Street.         continued on page 3 
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continued from page 2 

    Please, if you go to the Komline 
property, note the signs.  All pets 
must be leashed, and you must 
clean up after them.  We are ar-
ranging for plastic bag dispensers 
for this purpose. Please note in 
particular that controlled deer 
hunts will take place on the prop-
erty on Wednesday and Saturday 
through February 13, 2009. The 
hours are posted. Please keep in 
mind that loose dogs may not only 
cause problems for other hikers 
and their pets, but also chase the 
deer in the woods, frustrating hunt-
ers who have been waiting pa-
tiently for hours. 

  Finally, if you have a well, con-
sider having your well wa-
ter checked. According to an arti-
cle citing the DEP, 1 in 8 pri-
vate wells in New Jersey is con-
taminated. The article did not pro-
vide any supporting data or well 
l oc a t ions ,  o t he r  t ha n  t o 
note 51,000 wells were studied.  
Our Board of Health does not per-
form such tests but referred me to 
Garden State Labs at 800-273-
8901. 

  My very best to all of you for the 
Holidays, and for the New Year. 

                Sincerely, 

  

                William H. Horton, Mayor 

Help Your Community by Making a Donation 

    A donation is a wonderful way to improve the quality of life in 
Peapack and Gladstone.  It not only fosters community spirit and 
helps preserve Peapack and Gladstone's family friendly environment, 
it confers to the donor the satisfaction of knowing that one has made 
a lasting contribution to the quality of life in our town.  The recently 
planted parking lot across from the Peapack Post Office is a great 
example of how we can all work together to enhance the resources of 
our community.  Contributions from the Peapack and Gladstone En-
vironmental Commission, the Peapack and Gladstone Department of 
Public Works, the Garden Club of Somerset Hills, Lambert Land-
scaping, the Guiding Light, and Torsilieri helped make a positive im-
pact downtown. 

    The preferred method of making a donation is to donate an item 
directly to the town, rather than making a cash donation.   If you 
would like to make a donation, please specify your proposed dona-
tion in writing and forward it to the attention of Richard Imossi, En-
vironmental Commission, Borough of Peapack and Gladstone, 1 
School Street, P.O. Box 218, Peapack, New Jersey 07977.    All dona-
tion offers are presented to the Borough Council for approval.  The 
Borough Council must determine if the donation is appropriate for 
the town's needs and if the town may legally accept it.  If you would 
like to donate, but don’t know what to offer, the Peapack and Glad-
stone Environmental Commission is preparing a list of items from 
which you can choose.  The list can be obtained by making a request 
in writing to Richard Imossi at the above address. 

     Donations of time are also needed for various town projects, such 
as tree plantings and removal of invasive species.  If you wish to do-
nate your labor, please contact Mr. Imossi. 

     All donations are greatly appreciated.    

NEWS from ZONING 
    Special events may require a permit from the Zoning Office.  Events 
that are beneficial to the Borough, including fairs, concerts, carnivals, 
parades, bazaars or fund raisers are generally allowed, but you must 
apply for a Special Event Permit.  Most of these events also require 
Council approval, so allow at least a month for the permit to be re-
viewed.  There is no fee for this permit. 

    Signs or banners advertising public or quasi-public events are also 
allowed with a Special Sign Permit which you may obtain from the 
Zoning Office.  Signs advertising events sponsored by charities, edu-
cational institutions, service clubs, religious organizations and civic 
groups are included.  There is no fee for this permit.  Again, however, 
Council approval may also be required.  Check with the Zoning Office. 
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SOMERSET COUNTY 
LIBRARY 
   The Somerset County Li-
brary System is pleased to 
announce this year's addi-
tion to the library's grow-
ing media collection of 
free digital videos from 
the library! 

   "The addition of video 
has been greatly antici-
pated and we are pleased to 
be able to offer yet an-
other great service to our 
users," said Library System 
Director, Jim Hecht. 

   Using a library card, 
patrons can download videos 
from the library's website 
24/7. The starter video 
collection offers over 90 
titles right now, with more 
slated for purchase.  

   Digital titles may be 
used on a PC, laptop, or 
transferred to a wide range 
of portable devices. The 
digital materials have a 
lending period of 14 days. 
At the end of the lending 
period, titles automati-
cally expire and are re-
turned to the library's 
collection. 

   The digital collection 
is a worry-free service for 
patrons because there are 
no late fees or lost or 
damaged items. In addition 
to digital video the li-
brary offers eAudio books, 
eBooks, and eMusic, from 
the comfort of home.  

   To use the digital col-
lection visit the library's 
w e b s i t e ,       
www.somerset.lib.nj.us , 
select the Online Resources 
tab and choose the Digital 
Media Collections option. 

Pandemic Flu Awareness: A Local Solution to a 
Global Problem 

 
Flu Awareness Program Offered Through the 

Health   Department 
 
      For years the Bernards Township Health Department has pro-
vided flu shots to residents of Somerset Hills, Chester Borough 
and the Mendhams in an effort to prevent the spread of seasonal 
flu. The public is increasingly exposed to media information re-
garding influenza, avian influenza (or bird flu) and pandemic influ-
enza, and left wondering what the difference is between these 
terms. The Bernards Township Health Department has received a 
small grant from the New Jersey State Department of Health and 
Senior Services through the Centers for Disease Control to educate 
the public.  

      The Bernards Township Health Department employees are 
able to present a community education program for local commu-
nity groups entitled Pandemic Flu Awareness: A Local Solution 
to a Global Problem.  This presentation has been designed to 
help people understand influenza and raise awareness of how gov-
ernmental agencies and health care system are preparing to meet 
the challenges of an influenza pandemic.  

      The health department staff is trained to provide a comprehen-
sive overview of issues related to influenza, avian influenza and 
pandemic influenza. This presentation is educational, fun and in-
formative. It can be customized to meet the needs of your group 
and adhere to your time constraints. It includes two short videos 
on hand washing, hand sanitizing and precautionary measures on 
how to prevent the spread of colds and flu.  

      We hope that you have an interest and invite us to one of your 
meetings. Please call Laura J. Steele, MA, CHES, Health Educa-
tor/Youth Services Coordinator at (908) 204-3069 or 
lsteele@bernards.org to make arrangements. 
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FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICE FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICE FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICE FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICE     
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you to make sure you 
get permits and get your final inspections BEFORE paying that final 
payment for any work you have done (with some exceptions to this 
rule). 

      Work that you DO need a permit for: 

• Additions/Alterations 
• A/C & Furnace replacement 
• Bathroom/ Kitchen Renovations 
• Decks, Pools, Detached Garages 
• Roofing, Siding, Signs, Stone Pil-

lars 
• Electrical Upgrades/ Generators 
• Finished Basements 
• Water Heater Replacement 
• Sheds over 100 Square feet 
• Lawn Sprinkler Systems, Underground lighting 
• New Home Window Replacement-only if size or function 

of window is changing. 
• Oil Tank Install or Removal 
• Radon Remediation 
 

WHEN IN DOUBT-CHECK WITH THE CONSTRUCTION or ZONING 
OFFICE! 

 

   Whether you are doing the work yourself or with a contractor, call 
about a permit today.  If you have had work done and you do not think 
there were permits or the work needs to be inspected, please call the 
Construction Office to find out for sure. 

   Penalties for failure to obtain a permit prior to construction are up to 
$2,000 for each offense.  See N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.31 (e).  Final inspections 
should be completed before the final payment.  A contractor who hasn’t 
received final payment will come back to correct a “failed” inspection 
quicker if he has not been paid.  

   New Jersey state law (N.J.A.C. 13:45A-16.2) provides that for inspec-
tions: building, electric, plumbing, fire protection, elevator- final in-
spections are required before final payment is made to the contractor.” 
Please remember that some work requires more than one inspection, so 
check with the Construction Office to be sure you have had all that are 
required. When all finals have been made, you will receive a Certificate 
of Approval or a Certificate of Occupancy.   

 908-234-2256   Mondays & Thursdays 

Green Communities Festival Green Communities Festival Green Communities Festival Green Communities Festival ----    
A Celebration of the             A Celebration of the             A Celebration of the             A Celebration of the             
Importance of TreesImportance of TreesImportance of TreesImportance of Trees    

     The Peapack Gladstone Environ-
mental Commission (PGEC) wants 
to thank all those who participated 
in this year’s Green Communities 
Festival, especially our sponsors 
Peapack Gladstone Bank, Garden 
State Safe Lawns, and Jessica As-
sociates.  

     The PGEC kicked off its Adopt -A- 
Tree program at this year’s Green 
Communities Festival by giving out 
free Ilex opaca (American Holly) 
seedlings.  Our native American 
Holly is deer resistant once estab-
lished unlike Asian holly shrubs. 
American Holly is also an important 
food source for the birds as well as 
a beautiful ornamental evergreen in 
the winter months. Did you know 
that a single tree will absorb one 
ton of carbon dioxide over its life-
time?     

                 In an effort to cool our commu-
nity’s streets    the PGEC and the De-
partment of Public Works have 
used the Borough’s tree inventory 
to identify open planting sites along 
main thoroughfares.  We have 
many opportunities to adopt a tree 
along Main Street, Mendham Road,  
Mosle Road and Willow Avenue.  
Five residents have already signed 
up and we hope more become in-
terested in this initiative.  For more 
information, please contact the 
Peapack Glad-
stone Environ-
mental Commis-
sion.  Correspon-
dence can be sent 
to P.O. Box 218, 
P e a p ac k ,  N J  
07977. 
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2222ndndndnd Annual Green Community Festival Annual Green Community Festival Annual Green Community Festival Annual Green Community Festival    

    The 2nd Annual Green Community Festival held at Liberty Park on November 1 was a huge suc-
cess, drawing an estimated 1,600 people from as far away as New York, Connecticut and Pennsyl-
vania.  Hosted by the Environmental Commission of Peapack-Gladstone in association with Far 
Hills and Bedminster EC’s,    this year’s Festival tripled the number of participating earth-friendly ex-
hibitors/vendors. They offered a range of green solutions for home and garden, demonstrated 
their products and answered questions. Recycling solutions, energy-efficient heating and cooling 
methods, water purification and conservation, solar panels, green design techniques, landscape 
design, and old-growth hardwood flooring were just some of the products and services displayed. 
Gladstone resident Peter Sorge demonstrated how easy it was to make your own rain barrel for 
watering your garden. 

   Master of Ceremonies Minot Weld kept the entertainment lively as he introduced the musicians, 
which included last years’ favorites Hub Hollow, Kathy Moser and John & Collin Rocker. This year 
they were joined by the Willow Middle School Chorus, Alec & William Steinhorn, Cort Corbin, and 
Dr. Jason Frigerio, a Naturopathic doctor, Acupuncturist and musician. 

    Green transport solutions were also offered, with an electric car from Remsen Electric Vehicles 
and a hybrid limo car service, Greenfleet Car Service, available for your next trip to the airport.  A 
host of companies that grow and sell natural and sustainable foods were at the festival including 
Morangie Farm, which has a food co-op in town selling a wide range of naturally grown vegetables 
and farm products, and River Bend Farm, which raises grass-fed black angus cattle. Limestone 
Café provided a most delicious organic turkey stew and scrumptious nibbles came from Cocoluxe. 
Corinne Bush, a Nutritionist Consultant at Far Hills Pharmacy shared her valuable knowledge. 
Starbucks of Chester gave free fair trade coffee to visitors. 

    Peapack-Gladstone Bank sponsored a school-wide essay contest to promote environmental 
awareness. This year’s topic was to identify ways that alternative energy sources could ease our 
energy crisis. First place winner was Dylan Polachi of Gill St. Bernard’s School. Both of the runner 
ups, Kerri Mandelbaum and Kristin Martha, are also students at Gill St. Bernard‘s School. 

   This year’s success was made possible by the energy of our youthful volunteers and the local 
“Green Clubs” which included the Bernardsville High School Green team, Gill St. Bernard’s Recy-
cling Club, Gill St. Bernard’s Green Team and Purnell School Green Team. New this year was a Pin-
gry student’s drive to recycle old sneakers as well as recycling of old electronics by AERC Recycling 
Solutions in the parking lot of Peapack-Gladstone Bank. 

   Environmental action and conservation organizations were there to share their valuable informa-
tion: Upper Raritan Watershed Association, New Jersey Conservation Foundation, Great Swamp 
Watershed, New Jersey Audubon and Schiff Natural Lands Trust. 

    We wish to thank the numerous sponsors and volunteers for their hard work and support. 

   Please visit our website www.Earthwise.uswww.Earthwise.uswww.Earthwise.uswww.Earthwise.us    for a listing of the participants and on 
how to reduce your carbon footprint.  Mark your calendar for the 3rd AGCF and tell 
your friends. 

    Thank you.  Be Well and Be Green... 
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Bernards Township 
Health Department  

Social Services Referrals 

Do you or someone you know 
need help and not know whom to 
ask?  We may be able to assist 
you in locating a variety of social 
service programs and agencies in 
New Jersey that offer health in-
surance, food stamps, housing 
assistance and more.  Call 908-
204-2523. 

Low-Cost Screening Mammog-
raphy Program  

Offered in conjunction with The Ra-
diology Center at Harding to women 
with no insurance or a high deducti-
ble.  Call 908-204-3070 for more infor-
mation.  Vouchers must be picked up 
in person at the Bernards Township 
Health Department. 

Blood Pressure Screening 

Available through the Visiting Nurse 
Association of Somerset Hills, 200 
Mt. Airy Road, Basking Ridge, Tues-
days &  Thursdays, 8:30 AM to 9:30 
AM, Monday - Thursday 3:30 PM to 
4:00 PM.  Call 908-766-0180 for more 
information.  

Low–Cost Female Cancer 
Screening Program 

Offered to uninsured women over 
the age of 20 who have not had a 
well-woman exam within the past 
year.   Services are provided by the 
Women’s Health & Counseling Cen-
ter.  Call 908-204-3070 for more infor-
mation.  Vouchers must be picked up 
at the Bernards Township Health 
Department. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSIONHISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSIONHISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSIONHISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION    
 WALKING TOUR MAPWALKING TOUR MAPWALKING TOUR MAPWALKING TOUR MAP    

     Copies of the Historic Map and Walking 
Tour of Peapack Gladstone are available 
from the Borough Hall.  The map shows 
the original core of Peapack–Gladstone 
along with 26 images and written descrip-
tions of key historic structures and land-
marks.  The historic structures, landmarks 
and houses, including out buildings, 
shown are those constructed prior to C. 
1930  The maps are 24” X 24” or 30”X30”  in size and are for sale 
starting at $20.00 -$40.00 each, depending on the size and paper 
selection.  All proceeds will benefit the Commission.  

     Prints and note cards of scenes of Peapack-Gladstone by local art-
ist and Commission member Victor Martinez continue to be available 
at the Borough Hall, or at local business establishments.  Checks 
should be made payable to Borough of Peapack and Gladstone H.P.C.  
Proceeds will benefit the Historic Preservation Commission. 

BARN TOURBARN TOURBARN TOURBARN TOUR    

                 The Commission hosted a well attended Historic Barn Tour on Sep-
tember 27, 2008.  Eight different barns were featured including the 
Natirar Farmstead, The Natirar Mill, The Lower and Upper Tiger Barns, 
The Blairsden Barn & Creamery, The Vernon Manor Stables and The 
Hamilton Farm Stables.  One of the Commission members, Stephan 
Yelenik and his wife, Leslie Wolfson, hosted their barn, which was the 
former Charles Tiger Barn of 1905. 

     A limited number of the barn tour brochures which describe the 
history of each barn will be available for $10.00 each from the 
Clerk’s Office at the Borough Hall.  The Commission is very happy 
about the success of the tour and may organize another tour in the 
future.   

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS    

                Mark van den Bergh of Peapack has recently joined the Commis-
sion. 

     The upcoming meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 
will be held at 7:30 pm on December 15th in the Borough Hall Confer-
ence Room.  There will be meetings every six weeks after that.  Any-
one interested in the activities of the Commission is welcome to at-
tend the meetings. Information regarding membership can be ob-
tained by calling the Barbara Davis, Secretary, at 908-234-9494 or 
John Smith, Chairman, at 908-234-1121. 
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INFORMATION FROM YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENTINFORMATION FROM YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENTINFORMATION FROM YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENTINFORMATION FROM YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENT    
     During the current period of economic turmoil, residents need to 
be especially careful for the multitude of scams that occur.  The up-
coming Holiday Season may foster a sense of goodwill for many of 
us, but it also brings an increase in crime.  The following list of ideas 
may help some of you prevent becoming a victim of a scam. 

     First of all, NEVER EVER provide personal information to some-
one you do not know.  If you receive a phone call requesting per-
sonal information, do not provide it.  Only give information to reputa-
ble businesses where you initiate the transaction.  Even if someone calls claiming to represent a company 
or charity, do not conduct business over the phone.  Request that information be mailed to you.  If they can 
not honor that request, then refuse to do business with them.  

     If you are contacted regarding some sort of service, such as home repair, request their contractor's li-
cense number.  Before agreeing to any contract or down payment, verify the business with the appropriate 
regulatory agency.  Contacting the Better Business Bureau would also be a good idea. If the contractor re-
fuses to provide a written estimate detailing the work to be done, or offers a sizable discount for a cash 
deal, be very cautious.  Why would they be afraid to put the deal in writing?  It is required by law.  

     Also, remember that anyone can have anything printed on a business card.  A little checking beforehand 
can avoid a lot of aggravation later. 

     Door to door solicitation within the Borough is controlled by local ordinance.  All solicitors are required to 
obtain approval through the Borough Administrator before doing any soliciting within the Borough.  Do not 
hesitate to call the Police if someone comes to your door soliciting.  Many scams involve someone at the 
front door while an accomplice enters the home through a back door.  The accomplice then burglarizes the 
home while the resident is occupied at the front door. Under no circumstances should you allow someone 
you don't know to enter your home.  

     Many more people are choosing to make purchases online.  This opens a whole new opportunity for 
scams to occur.  The vast majority of on-line transactions are legitimate, however, fraud does occur.  If you 
purchase or sell anything on-line, follow the procedures and tips provided by the on-line service you are us-
ing.  Some of the more popular scams are when a seller or buyer wants the item or money sent to a third 
party.  Why would a buyer in California want you to ship something to a person in Canada?  Another popular 
scam is when a buyer sends a money order or cashiers' check for an amount more than the transaction and 
requests that the balance be sent back.  By the time you learn that the money order was fake, your check 
has been cashed and you are at a loss for the entire amount.  If you use a credit card for on-line purchases, 
dedicate one card and use one with a small credit limit.  This way, if your card number is compromised, 
there will be minimal credit available to the thief.  Report any suspected fraud to your credit card company 
immediately and then to the Police.  

      If you ever have a concern that your identity may have been compromised, take action immediately.  No-
tify your credit card companies, check your credit report, and, if necessary, file a police report.  Also discuss 
with your credit reporting firms, bank, credit card companies and brokerage firm whether accounts or cards 
should be frozen or changed. 

     Remember, the Peapack Gladstone Police Department is a 24 hour service. If you see or hear something 
that causes you concern at 3 AM, call us at 3AM. Don't worry about the hour, we'll be there.  
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Recreation Commission Recreation Commission Recreation Commission Recreation Commission     
 Art in the ParkArt in the ParkArt in the ParkArt in the Park    

            Thank you to Shari Engelmann, 
Art Certisimo and Peggy Gelsi for 
organizing another successful dis-
play of talents of local artists at 
Liberty Park.  Thank you also to 
Charlie Cain, Colin Hart, Juan Mar-
tinez, Jack Goode, Nick Martin, 
Tim Russo and Mary Russo for 
volunteering to assist the artists in 
transporting their artwork to their 
assigned space in the park.  We 
had a record high of 42 vendors 
sign up!  

    

Donation by Women’s ClubDonation by Women’s ClubDonation by Women’s ClubDonation by Women’s Club   

   The Recreation Commission 
would like to thank the PG 
Women’s Club for their donation 
of $100 to Art in the Park 2008!  

 

2009 Pre2009 Pre2009 Pre2009 Pre----K Summer RecreationK Summer RecreationK Summer RecreationK Summer Recreation  

    If you have a child who will be 
age 5 and    entering kindergarten 
in the Fall of 2009, please call 
Diane Becker (234-2535) by 
January 15    if you intend to enroll 
them in our PG Summer Rec. pro-

gram.  Your 
timely re-
sponse is criti-
cal as we will 
need a mini-
mum of 15 
participants to 
offer this pro-
gram.  

The Somerset Hills School 
District     

      As always, life in The Somerset 
Hills School District is bustling with 
activity. We are proud of our many 
accomplishments, especially the 
recognition that Bedwell Elemen-
tary School and Bernards High 
School have once again been 
named to New Jersey Monthly’s Top Schools (Middle Schools 
aren’t ranked). Bernards High also continues to be on News-
week magazine’s list of Top High Schools in the country.  Addi-
tionally, the Fall sports teams and the marching band excelled 
in conference and statewide competitions. At Bernardsville 
Middle School, three new cycle courses have been added to 
the curriculum: Nutrition and Wellness, Cultural Connections, 
and Personal Finance. In addition, the middle school hosted 
The ARC of Somerset County to help middle school students 
increase their understanding and sensitivity towards people 
with disabilities. 

     As we look ahead to exciting events to come, December will 
bring many interesting, generous and creative activities for the 
district.  Holiday concerts for all the schools are scheduled 
during December in the Performing Arts Center.  At Bernards 
High School, in addition to a coat drive, students and faculty 
take part in “Operation Santa,” a gift-giving program for under-
privileged children who have written letters to Santa.  Bedwell 
also conducts a drive to collect hats, gloves and scarves.  Les-
sons incorporating ethnic holidays and celebrations are inte-
grated into the curriculum. 

     Last year, we started the initial phase of a Strategic Plan to 
determine the course of action that the district will take over 
the next 5-10 years.  Volunteers representing the administra-
tion, staff, parents and community met for many days to deter-
mine the strategic goals and develop action plans to facilitate 
the results.  The administration has presented an implementa-
tion matrix and is working with the Board of Education to final-
ize the cost analysis.  The good news is that plans for many of 
the first year initiatives are already in the works.  A future step in 
this process will include presentations to the Board’s Finance 
Committee as part of the 2009-2010 budget development dis-
cussions.  We will certainly work diligently to address each of the 
strategies that constitute the strategic plan.  
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PROPERTY TAXES & SEWER BILLSPROPERTY TAXES & SEWER BILLSPROPERTY TAXES & SEWER BILLSPROPERTY TAXES & SEWER BILLS    

     As a reminder, the final sewer bill for 2008 is due on De-
cember 1, 2008.  This will complete the 4 stub bill you re-
ceived in March, 2008.  The 2009 sewer bill will be based on 
water consumption during the final quarter of 2008.  Con-
sume water wisely!  Look for the next bill in the mail some 
time in March, 2009. 

     Property taxes were due 
on the 1st of November.  
Some homeowners have re-
ceived their added / omitted 
assessments.  These bills 
were also due on November 
1st.  If you have not paid the 
bill, please contact the Tax 
Office for current interest so 
they can be cleared up be-
fore the end of the year.  Any 

property taxes that are currently outstanding make your prop-
erty eligible for Tax Sale.  Please contact the office for informa-
tion on bringing your account current before the end of the 
year to avoid being placed on the Tax Sale listing. 

     The next two quarterly tax payments are due February 1, 
2009 and May 1, 2009.  The stubs for these two quarters are 
on the tax bill mailed over the Summer.  Please include the 
stub from the bill for processing by the Tax Office. 

     Senior citizens and veterans may be eligible for a deduction of 
$250.00 off their taxes each year.  Contact the Tax Office to see if 
you qualify and obtain an application. 

     Welcome to all of our new residents.  If you did not receive 
a tax or sewer bill from the previous homeowners, please feel 
free to contact the office to receive a copy.  All outstanding 
amounts and due dates can be found in your closing paper-
work.  Lack of a physical bill does not exclude you from paying 
late fees on your property taxes and sewer bills. 

     If you have any questions regarding your Property Tax Bill or 
your Sewer Bill, please call the Tax Office at 908-234-2251.  
The office is staffed Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.   

GAZETTE COMMITTEEGAZETTE COMMITTEEGAZETTE COMMITTEEGAZETTE COMMITTEE    
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William H. Horton, Mayor 
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Judi O’Brien 

Snowflakes 

When I look at a snowflake, 

You come to mind, 

Cuz just like the snowflake, 

You are one of a kind! 

Author Unknown 
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Peapack-Gladstone Woman’s Club 
      The Peapack-Gladstone Woman’s Club meets on the second Mon-
day evening of each month in the first floor conference room of the 
Peapack & Gladstone Municipal Building at 7:30 p.m.  An informative 
guest speaker or a hands-on project follows the meeting.  Guests or 
new members are always welcome. 

      The club is once again sponsor-
ing a Wish Tree at the Gladstone 
Post Office for the benefit of Bryan 
Manor Assisted Living residents, as 
well as The Kids Closet of the Com-
munity Food Bank. 

      T h e  P e a p a c k - G l a d s t o n e 
Woman’s Club offers scholarships to 
Bernardsville High School students 
attending college in the fall after 
graduation.  Scholarships are also 
available to women attending 
school to complete their education or enhance their careers. 

      Girls completing their junior year in high school are invited to at-
tend Girls’ Career Institute at Douglas College.  This program offers a 
sampling of college opportunities with workshops and presentations 
from women professionals in many fields, including the arts.  More 
information is available through guidance counselors or club chair-
men. 

      The Peapack-Gladstone Woman’s Club contributes to Peapack-
Gladstone Library, Bedminster School Library, Bedwell School Library, 
Community Food Bank of New Jersey, Matheny Medical and Educa-
tional Center, Peapack-Gladstone Fire Department, First Aid Squad 
and Recreation Department, SHIP, Valerie Fund and more. 

      Four members of the Peapack-Gladstone Woman’s Club have 
achieved New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs status. 

• NJSFWC – First Vice President— Patricia Whitehouse 

• NJSFWC – Home Life/Social Science — K. Dianne Maki 

• NJSFWC – Cecilia Gainse Holland-Margaret Yardley Award —                                                                                                                                                                                            
     Gretchen Lynch 

• NJSFWC – State Fall Conference Chairman – Irene Cash 

Please congratulate them if you should see them around town for 
their accomplishments. 

SEASONAL REMINDER 
FROM YOUR DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

    With the winter months upon 
us, the Department of Public 
Works has been very busy pre-
paring all vehicles for the coming 
winter storms. To insure good, 
passable roads, we would like to 
remind residents of the follow-
ing: 

•  During snow season, please 
keep recycling and garbage 
cans on the curb and remove 
them as soon as possible 
after pickup. 

• Remember the ordinance 
about overnight parking on 
streets.  Residents can help 
keep our roadways open and 
accessible by keeping their 
cars off the road even before 
the snow curfew limit of 2 
a.m. – 6 a.m. 

 Watch for the “SKATING PER-
MITTED” signs at Liberty Park 
and enjoy. 
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May joy and        
happiness be yours 
this holiday season! 


