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The                  
Peapack-

Gladstone 

MAYOR’S CORNER 

 I am pleased to advise you that the Mayoral transition has been 
seamless.  By attending meetings both within and outside the 
Borough, I have broadened my understanding of matters on the 
state, county and local level which may impact the Borough.  
Your good wishes, and the support of our Borough's outstanding 
staff, are very much appreciated.  Borough employees work ex-
ceedingly hard for our benefit, with too little recognition. 

      My formal office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thursday.  As a practical 
matter, I am here most mornings, and in 
and out during the afternoons and eve-
nings.  My office is always open to you, 
with no need for an appointment.  You can 
also reach me at 908-234-2252, or email 
me at Mayorpg@patmedia.net. 

       As the Borough's various committees 
finish their reorganizations, I am setting 
up group emails for the Council and for 
committee chairs so that the communica-
tion of Borough business and documents 

can be expedited.  My ultimate goal is to have all notices, agen-
das, minutes and key documents circulated via email rather than 
in hard copy.  In addition, I want to set up an email system for the 
entire Borough to supplement newspaper notices, which, due to 
their nature, do not impart a lot of information, and can be over-
looked.  The latter also, of course, do not contain minutes, tran-
scripts, and the like.  Please do check our Borough website at 
www.peapack-gladstone-nj.gov. 

      In order to develop a workable Borough email system, I would 
appreciate volunteers to act as email neighborhood contact per-
sons.  Volunteers would gather the email addresses of friends 
and neighbors, put those addresses into a neighborhood group 
email, and keep that email group current.  Then, when we send 
out an email to the contact persons (for example, with notice of 
a Council meeting at which a particularly important matter will be 
discussed), the contact person can forward that email on to the 
members of his or her group. Will this work?  We won't know 
unless we try it.  If it does, you should have faster and more de-
tailed access to developments in the Borough.  It will not, how-
ever, displace our newspaper notices and Borough website.         
      Continued on Page 2 

 REQUESTING POLICE ASSISTANCE 

   When a member of the public 
needs police assistance, there 
are two telephone numbers to 
call.  For any emergency where 
an immediate response is nec-
essary, residents should call 9-
1-1.  Police,  Fire or Medical as-
sets will be dispatched to attend 
to the emergency.  For non-
urgent assistance, an officer can 
be summoned by calling 908-
234-0626. 

   Both numbers connect the 
caller to the Somerset County 
Communications Center in 
Somerville which is staffed by 
trained dispatchers.  The dis-
patch center is in radio contact 
with all of the Borough’s Emer-
gency Services and can deliver 
emergency instructions to the 
caller to assist prior to the arri-
val of first responders. 

   Residents are reminded not to 
call the police headquarters to 
request police assistance.  Since 
Police Headquarters is not 
staffed around the clock, callers 
run the risk of getting voice mail.  
Precious time could be lost in 
having to 
hang up 
and redial 
either 9-1-1 
or 908-
234-0626. 
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Continued from Page 1 

       On the subject of volunteers, I will soon be appointing persons to fill vacancies on several 
committees.  Please let me know if you would like to be considered.  Even if you are not selected 
now, we will have your name and areas of interest on file for the future.                                                                                              

     For example, I want to establish a Trails Committee to plan, map out, and eventually help over-
see the implementation of trails, as appropriate, in our open spaces, and, to the extent possible, 
marry those trails to trails in adjoining municipalities.  I would like to have several residents serve 
on that committee, as well as representatives of the Environmental, Open Space and Recreation 
Committees.  The Council is considering a Trails Proposal, for planning and funding purposes, from 
the Morris Land Conservancy (MLC). We currently use MLC for guidance and grant applications on 
open space, farmland preservation and other related matters.    

         There are a number of very important matters under our close supervision.  These include 
the potential impact of the Highlands legislation and related rules and regulations.  While the Bor-
ough is in the Highlands "Planning" area, the draft Highlands Regional Master Plan contains a pro-
posed land use capability map which was issued to the Borough this January.  The map is under 
review by your Council, its planners, Somerset County, and other groups. The map contains land 
use "overlay zones" where (1) development will be limited ("Protection Zone"), (2) where there are 
purported infrastructure and land use characteristics to support growth ("Planned Community 
Zone"), and (3) agriculture lands where development potential will be limited based on infrastruc-
ture constraints or protection of agriculture recourses (“Conservation Zone”).  I will be attending 
follow up meetings with our planner to present proposed changes to the draft map, and to 
seek answers to our questions.  Public information sessions should follow at a later date.  If you 
wish to see the draft Highlands Master Plan, go to www.highlands.state.nj.us. 

      I am delighted to welcome Judy Silacci to the Council.  She will be a great addition, and is al-
ready very hard at work. We welcome also the Honorable Robert J. Foley, who, after an intensive 
review of a large number of exceptionally qualified candidates, was selected by the Council as our 
Municipal Judge to complete the remaining term of Judge Robert Pollock, who has retired. 

         There are a number of exciting developments in the Borough.  The planning for our new li-
brary at the former Sara Kay Memorial Building site is going forward.  I am advised by Robert Wo-
jtowicz, Sir Richard Branson's partner in the Virgin Spa at Natirar that, subject to obtaining various 
permits, he hopes to break ground in the Spring.  He anticipates that the restaurant will open first, 
and approximately six months prior to the opening of the hotel and spa.  He anticipates that all 
construction will take 18-20 months. 

         Meanwhile, the County is working towards opening the remainder of Natirar to the public.  If 
all goes well, this should occur in May.  While the entire premises, including the portion of Natirar 
leased by the County to the Virgin Spa, are now closed to the public, the results should certainly be 
worth the wait. There is only one word for Natirar:  awesome.  See, for example, www.Natirar.com 

         Also, Blairsden, considered by many the finest example of Beaux-Arts architecture in the 
United States, is now in private hands.  It is being renovated in spectacular fashion with the guid-
ance of its resident curator and under the auspices of The Foundation For Classical Architecture 
Inc.  Because Blairsden is private, it is closed to the public, except upon invitation. The same, as 
noted, currently applies to all of Natirar.                            Continued on Page 3 
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Continued from Page 2 

    I am delighted to advise that 
I have, nevertheless, obtained 
permission for a tour of Natirar 
for our seniors in the Happy 
Rockers.  A request for permis-
sion for the Happy Rockers to 
tour Blairsden is pending.  Ac-
cordingly, if you are thinking of 
joining the Happy Rock-
ers, now is the time!  We will 
wait until warmer weather, and 
when it is most convenient for 
the Virgin Spa and (should per-
mission be forthcoming) Blairs-
den.                                                  

                Our committees are hard at 
work on the budget and many 
other matters.  Please do 
come to our meetings.  We 
welcome your participation 
and constructive comments, 
and appreciate your support.  
This is your town.  

    Finally, I wish to reiterate my 
thanks to all of our volunteers.  
We are blessed with the best 
and brightest who devote their 
personal time, talent and ex-
perience in a wide array of 
fields.  Their contributions, 
which often go unnoticed, are 
critical to preserving the Bor-
ough as a great place to raise 
a family, and to retire, in a 
small town environment. 

 Sincerely, 

 William H. Horton, 

Mayor 

AT WORK WITH THE DPW 

 

    During these winter months, the De-
partment of Public Works will work to 
keep the roads safe with salt and sanding.  
To assist our plows, please remember to remove your garbage and 
recycling cans as soon as possible from the roadways and do not 
set them directly in the roads as they will be in the way when the 
snow is being cleared. 

    The DPW has many Spring projects ahead.  Our biggest project 
will be the installation of the new playground at the municipal 
complex.  Funds for this project were obtained by the Recreation 
Committee.  The department will also be busy preparing the ball 
fields for spring sports.  Partially funded by a Somerset County 
grant obtained by the Recreation Committee, a new ceiling will be 
installed in the municipal gym.  The department will be installing 
a new landing zone for Medevac on the old Komline property, 
making it easier for rescue services to transport patients.  The 
DPW will also be performing normal maintenance on the Bor-
ough-owned roadways. 

    The Sewer Department will soon place a new sewer camera into 
service. The camera will be used to help fight rain-induced infiltra-
tion to our sanitary sewer system.  Reducing infiltration helps to 
keep costs down for the Borough’s sewer users.  The department 
will also be smoke testing the Gladstone section of town.  All 
sewer users in that area will be receiving letters as to date and 
time of the test. 

    Residents are reminded to pick up and properly dispose of your 
pet waste dropped on public or other people’s property.   Although 
really a matter of courtesy, there are now laws in place by both the 
Borough and state regarding disposal.  If you would like more in-
formation, please visit www.njstormwater.org or 
www.nonpointsource.org. 

    National Public Works Week is May 20 - 26, 2007, in recogni-
tion of the men and women who provide and maintain the infra-
structure and services collectively known as Public Works, the 
backbone and heart of every town.  Please stop, introduce yourself 
and have a chat with any member of the DPW working along the 
roads or parks, and let them know that they are appreciated. 
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RRRECREATION NEWS ECREATION NEWS ECREATION NEWS    
     We hope that everyone en-
joyed  our  annua l  Santa 
Visit/Christmas Party!  Thanks to 
the P-G Fire Department, First Aid 
Squad, Police Department and 
Department of Public Works, the 
procession to the park was organ-
ized and safe.  Special thanks to 
Jillian Kennedy for organizing the 
party, Amy Engelmann and Dana 
Perotti for serving the refresh-
ments and Peter Engelmann for 
supervising the placement of the 
luminaries around the pond by a 
group of middle school students 
from town. 

 

 2007 S2007 S2007 S2007 SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING    
SSSSOCCEROCCEROCCEROCCER                
RRRREGISTRATIONEGISTRATIONEGISTRATIONEGISTRATION   
The registration 
deadline for the 
Spring Somerset Hills Soccer 
League is March 1.  Please regis-
ter online at SHSC.net. 

 

 CCCCOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY D D D DAYAYAYAY    ---- S S S SATURDAYATURDAYATURDAYATURDAY, , , , 
JJJJUNEUNEUNEUNE 2 2 2 2   
Adult softball games will be held 
at the municipal field.  The 
women’s game will begin at 1:00 
p.m., followed by the men’s game 
at 3:00 p.m.  Activities in the park 
will begin at approximately 5:00 
p.m.  Please call Diane Becker at 
908-234-2535 if you would like to 
volunteer for this event. 

 

BBBBASEBALLASEBALLASEBALLASEBALL/S/S/S/SOFTBALLOFTBALLOFTBALLOFTBALL P P P PICNICICNICICNICICNIC————
SSSSUNDAYUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, J, J, J, JUNEUNEUNEUNE 3 3 3 3    
   Our annual picnic will be held at 
4:00 p.m. in the parking lot next 
to the Municipal Building.  Tro-
phies will be distributed and ham-
burgers and hot dogs will be 
served. 

SSSSUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER R R R RECREATIONECREATIONECREATIONECREATION————  J  J  J  JUNEUNEUNEUNE    
25 25 25 25 THROUGHTHROUGHTHROUGHTHROUGH J J J JULYULYULYULY 27 27 27 27 

   Forms will be mailed at the end 
of May to all residents with chil-
dren in grades K through seven. 

   If you have a child who will be 
entering kindergarten in the Fall 
of 2007, you can obtain a regis-
tration form at the P-G Library 
during the last week in May. 

2007 F2007 F2007 F2007 FALLALLALLALL S S S SOCCEROCCEROCCEROCCER        

RRRREGISTRATIONEGISTRATIONEGISTRATIONEGISTRATION 

   Registration for the Fall Somer-
set Hills Soccer League for chil-
dren in grades two through eight 
will begin in June.  Players must 
register online at SHSC.net by 
July 1.  Kindergarten and grade 
one soccer forms for the P-G Rec-
reation’s instructional soccer pro-
gram held in town will be mailed 
in early September. 

 AAAARTRTRTRT    ININININ    THETHETHETHE P P P PARKARKARKARK    ---- S S S SUNDAYUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, , , , 
SSSSEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER 16 16 16 16 

   Vendors are needed for this 
event.  If you would like to re-
serve a space,  please call Shari 
Engelmann 908-781-5787 or Art 
Certissimo 908-901-0009. 

 

  

Support Team PGL 

“READ - PGL - READ” bumper 
stickers are available for a 
small donation at the Peapack-
Gladstone Library.  These are 
not your ordinary bumper stick-
ers.  They can also be used to 
embellish windshields, note-
books, lunch boxes, scrap-
books, walls, etc.  Tell us how 
you plan to use yours.  The most 
innovative idea receives three 
free stickers!  The suggested 
donation for these tasteful de-
cals is $2 each or three for $5.  
Stop by the library or call 908-
234-0598 to reserve your sup-
ply. 

 

 

 

 

Peapack Post OfficePeapack Post OfficePeapack Post OfficePeapack Post Office    
Business Hours: 

8:00am - 4:30pm Monday-Friday 

8:00am - 6:30pm Tuesday & Thursday 

10:00 am - 12:00 Noon Saturday 

Lobby Hours: 

7:00am - 5:30pm Monday-Friday 

7:00am - 7:00pm 
Tuesday & Thurs-
day 

7:00am - 3:00pm  
Saturday 
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TTTTHEHEHEHE S S S SOMERSETOMERSETOMERSETOMERSET H H H HILLSILLSILLSILLS S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT      

      The relatively mild and snow free winter has been beneficial to 
construction at Bernards High School.  We are progressing at a rapid 
pace.  The music and science wings opened on time, with students 
and staff  pleased with the additional space and equipment.  Workers 
have moved quickly to erect the steel frame for the last phase of the 
project--the nurse’s office, community room, and a classroom, and 
they are progressing to the auditorium, cafeteria and two more class-
rooms.  The project is on schedule and expected to be complete by 
the opening of school in September, with the exception of the audito-
rium, which will be ready in December. 

      The Somerset Hills School District would like your help in an im-
portant program we are undertaking.  The New Jersey Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs and the Department of Education have 
jointly launched a program to honor World War II veterans who left 
school to join the military and never received a high school diploma.  
Known as Operation Recognition, the program awards a state-
endorsed high school diploma to any New Jersey veteran who left a 
New Jersey high school to enter military service during World War II.   
This program has been extended to cover veterans of the Korean and 
Vietnam era as well.  The Somerset Hills School District would be 
proud to recognize veterans in our area who did not receive their di-
plomas from Bernards High School at the 2007 Bernards High School 
graduation ceremony on June 15, 2007. 

 Who qualifies: 

* Current New Jersey veteran 

* Left Bernards High School to join the military between September 
16, 1940 and December 31, 1946; June 23, 1950 and January 31, 
1955; or December 31, 1960 and May 7, 1975. 

* Honorable Discharge from any branch of service, including Mer-
chant Marine and Coast Guard. 

      Those who have earned a GED are also eligible.  Diplomas may 
also be issued posthumously. Surviving family members of eligible 
veterans are urged to apply.  If you, or someone you know, would like 
to receive this recognition, please contact Pete Miller, Superintendent 
of Schools, at 908-630-3011 to receive an application.  A copy of 
your DD-214 or discharge papers will also need to be submitted.  
Completed applications must be received by April 1 in order to be eli-
gible for participation at the graduation ceremony. 

      The Somerset Hills Education Foundation’s (SHEF) Annual Chili 
Cook-Off is scheduled for Saturday, March 24 at the Upton Pyne Es-
tate in Bernardsville.  This event is the largest fund raiser for the 
foundation which provides educational grants to fund district initia-
tives. To date, SHEF has funded more than $170,000 to programs in 
all three schools.  For ticket information, go to www.shefnj.org 

BBBBESTESTESTEST D D D DEALEALEALEAL I I I INNNN T T T TOWNOWNOWNOWN    
   If you are more than 55 years 
old, for the small 
charge of $1.00, 
you can be driven 
to doctors’ ap-
pointments, gro-
cery stores, malls 
and other locations.  The Bor-
ough of Peapack & Gladstone 
provides a modern, comfortable, 
wheelchair-accessible, 12-seat 
bus for our senior citizens.  Pas-
sengers are picked up and re-
turned to their homes on Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days.  The bus is available for 
special occasions on other days.  
For more information, call Bob 
Deutsch at 908-507-2545. 

ZZZZONINGONINGONINGONING T T T TIPIPIPIP    
   When you operate a business 
from your home, it is often easy 
and convenient to park your 
truck in the driveway.  You may 
keep your small truck at home, 
but Borough ordinances do not 
permit more than one truck to be 
kept in a residential zone.  If you 
want to keep a small truck at 
your residence, it cannot exceed 
a rated capacity of three-
quarters of a ton.  While pick-up 
trucks are  permitted for per-
sonal transportation, only vehi-
cles with passenger plates can 
be parked in your driveway.  If it 
has commercial plates, it must 
be parked 
in your ga-
rage. 
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TTTTAXAXAXAX    ANDANDANDAND S S S SEWEREWEREWEREWER C C C COLLECTIONOLLECTIONOLLECTIONOLLECTION    

    Sewer bills for 2007 are due to 
go out shortly.  If you do not receive 
your sewer bill by March 20, 2007, 
please call the Sewer Collection 
office at 908-234-2251.  Sewer 
bills are due on April 1, July 1, Octo-
ber 1 and December 1.  If you sell 
your home during the year, we ask 
that you bring your sewer bill with 
you to the closing and give it to the 
new homeowner.  Remember, 2007 
sewer bills were calculated on water 
consumption for the fourth quarter, 
which is approximately late October 
2006 thorough January 2007.  Con-
sume water wisely and save money! 

    All seniors receiving the Senior 
Citizen Discount from property taxes 
should have received an Annual 
Post Tax Year Income Statement 
from the tax office.  These state-
ments are due by February 28, 
2007.  Any statement not submit-
ted will result in the loss of this dis-
count.  If you feel that you should 
have received a statement and 
have not, please contact Mary Rob-
inson in the tax office at 908-234-
2251. 

    The Tax Collector’s office is open 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  Taxes are due on Feb-
ruary 1, May 1, August 1 and No-
vember 1 each year.  There is a ten-
day grace period.  Payments re-
ceived after the grace period will be 
charged interest.  Tax bills were 
sent in July 2006 for the 3rd and 4th 
quarters of 2006 and the 1st and 
2nd quarters of 
2007.  The 
next bill will be 
sent in July 
2007. 

URWA: PURWA: PURWA: PURWA: PEAPACKEAPACKEAPACKEAPACK B B B BROOKROOKROOKROOK S S S STABILIZATIONTABILIZATIONTABILIZATIONTABILIZATION P P P PROJECTROJECTROJECTROJECT    

     The Peapack Brook, contained within the Upper Raritan Watershed, 
is a trout production stream that flows through Chester Borough, Chester 
Township, the Borough of Peapack and Gladstone, and Bedminster Town-
ship.  This waterway has shown evidence of high nutrient levels and de-
graded aquatic habitat.  It has been impacted by non-point source pollu-
tion stemming from commercial and residential runoff and exacerbated 
by a lack of streamside vegetation.  The stream corridor also suffers from 
scouring events and erosion. 

     In partnership with the Borough of Peapack-Gladstone, the Upper 
Raritan Watershed Association is currently planning a stream bank stabi-
lization project on a portion of the Peapack Brook in Peapack, New Jer-
sey.  With the assistance of Amy Greene Environmental Consultants, Inc., 
the association is designing a restoration project that involves constructing 
a live cribwall along a portion of an eroded bank in Rockabye Meadow 
Park.  Cedar posts will be stacked in an interlocking fashion along the 
graded bank which will be further stabilized with the planting of 
tubelings or live stakes.  Additional plantings of trees will follow installa-
tion to further stabilize the soil and reestablish a vegetative buffer along 
Peapack Brook.  This project is just one component in an initiative to en-
hance and protect the water quality in Peapack Brook.  This project has 
been funded through an NJDEP 319 grant entitled “Design and Imple-
mentation of Non-Point Source Pollution Control 
Measures in the Peapack Brook Subwatershed”. 

     Volunteers will be needed in early April to as-
sist with the construction of the cribwall and subse-
quent plantings.  URWA is also seeking volunteers 
to perform stream monitoring on our local waterways.  A training event is 
scheduled at Fairview Farm in Bedminster on Saturday, May 5th at 1 p.m. 
to prepare for the upcoming monitoring season.  Between June 15th and 
June 30th each year, trained volunteers collect biological samples from 
streams in our watershed in order to ascertain the health of local aquatic 
ecosystems. If interested, please contact Patricia Ruby at patti@urwa.org 
or 908-234-1852 x12 for more information. 

OOOOFFICEFFICEFFICEFFICE    OFOFOFOF E E E EMERGENCYMERGENCYMERGENCYMERGENCY M M M MANAGEMENTANAGEMENTANAGEMENTANAGEMENT    

 The Borough has published bid specifications for the purchase 
of an advisory AM radio station.  The 
station will be used to transmit re-
corded messages to advise residents 
on emergency situations which affect 
the Borough.  Similar to the traffic ad-
visory stations that are found along 
Interstate Highways and at airports, 
residents will be able to obtain timely 
information at a moment’s notice.  
“Stay tuned” for further information. 
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BBBBUCKSUCKSUCKSUCKS C C C COUNTYOUNTYOUNTYOUNTY A A A ARTISTRTISTRTISTRTIST T T T TOOOO P P P PRESENTRESENTRESENTRESENT “T “T “T “THROUGHHROUGHHROUGHHROUGH    THETHETHETHE W W W WIN-IN-IN-IN-
DOWSDOWSDOWSDOWS” ” ” ” ATATATAT M M M MATHENYATHENYATHENYATHENY    

     Celebrated Bucks County artist, Robert Beck, known for his 
documentary painting essays, has created a new body of work ti-
tled Through the Windows, which will be on exhibit March 10 
through March 30 in the Robert Schonhorn Arts Center at the 
Matheny Medical and Educational Center.  The 24 images in this 
series will be available for purchase and will benefit Matheny’s 
Arts Access Program, which enables people with disabilities to cre-
ate fine art, assisted by professional artist-facilitators. 

     Over the past year, Beck has painted regularly at Matheny. The 
result is a visual essay celebrating the many faces of the spectacu-
lar view from the buildings at each season and time of day.  Beck 
points out that artists in the Arts Access Program “have profound 
disabilities that impair communication and movement, but that does-
n’t mean they aren’t as creative as you or me.  This work needs to 
be supported, and the best way I can do that is to paint.”  Adds 
Lyn Sanders, Arts Access director,  “We are very glad Robert has 
taken an interest in what the students and staff accomplish here.” 

    Beck’s work has been exhibited at the Michener Museum in 
Doylestown, PA, the Woodmere Museum in Chestnut Hill, PA, and 
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, which he attended.  He will 
have an exhibition at the Museum of Trenton in late 2007. 

    An opening reception for Through the Windows will be held on 
Saturday, March 10 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  The public is invited to 
attend.  The Robert Schonhorn Arts Center at Matheny is located at 
the top of Highland Avenue, off of Main Street, in Peapack.  Regu-
lar exhibition hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., weekdays, or by 
appointment.  For more information, call 908-234-0011, ext. 440, 
or log onto www.artsaccessprogram.org.  To preview images from 
Through the Windows, click on the Matheny Project Gallery at 
www.robertbeck.net. 
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LLLLIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY B B B BOOKOOKOOKOOK C C C CLUBLUBLUBLUB        

    Did you know that some elephants 

paint?  Or that elephants drink whiskey 
and water to cure a bellyache?   Mem-
bers of the library book club do. 

    On January 30, June Curtis, Head of 
Circulation for the Peapack Gladstone 
Library, led a discussion  of  Water for 
Elephants by Sara Gruen.  During the 
discussion, the library was transformed 
into a circus-like atmosphere.  A menag-
erie, which included an elephant, brown 
bear, camel, polar bear, lion, monkey and 
giraffe, welcomed guests.  Pictures of the 
Old Big Top (circa 1930) adorned the 
bookshelves and the smell of fresh pop-
corn completed the effect.  Old-
fashioned peanuts in the shell were avail-
able for the library guests and any wan-
dering elephants. 

    Water for Elephants is one man's life 
story.  The main character transports 
the readers back in time from his nursing 
home present to a time when he served 
as a young unlicensed circus veterinarian.  
The story begins with the intrigue of a 
murder, which seems to implicate one 
person.  He then regales us with a tale of 
disappointment, sadness, love, adventure 
and success. 

     After researching the author, June 
Curtis shared Sara Gruen's biographical 
details, including a video interview with 
the author through the use of AOL 
Books on the Internet.   Since an ele-
phant is one of the main characters in 
the book, the discussion also included 
detailed information on elephants.  Par-
ticipants were surprised to see a framed 
painting done by an elephant. 

     You, too, are invited to participate in 
one of the best events in town.  Book 
discussions occur on the fourth Tuesday 
of every other month at 7:30 p.m.  Since 
there was a book discussion in January, 
the next discussion will be on March 27, 
2007 at  7:30 p.m.  The next book for 
discussion will be Reading Lolita in Te-
hran by Azar Nafisi. 
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URWA:  UURWA:  UURWA:  UURWA:  UPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMING E E E EVENTSVENTSVENTSVENTS C C C CALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDAR    

Wednesday, March 7:  Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.  Join URWA for breakfast and guest presentations on environmental 
topics, such as policy, regulations and habitat or wildlife management.    Time:  8:00 a.m. Location:  Limestone Café, Peapack 

Friday, March 30 (raindate March 31): “Outdoorsman”“Outdoorsman”“Outdoorsman”“Outdoorsman”----    Webelos Outdoor Activity Badges. 

Families are welcome to gather around the fire with the scouts to enjoy the night sky, roast hot dogs and drink hot 
chocolate.  Parents should bring one dinner item each to contribute to the event.  Webelos will complete three 
badge requirements while appreciating the darkness.Time:  6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Cost:  $5 per participant, adults free 

Wednesday, April 4: Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.  Join URWA for breakfast and guest presentations on environmental 
topics, such as policy, regulations and habitat or wildlife management.  Time:  8:00 a.m.  Location:  Limestone Café, Peapack 

Friday, April 13:  Project Learning Tree workshop.Project Learning Tree workshop.Project Learning Tree workshop.Project Learning Tree workshop.  The curriculum guide covers a wide variety of topics, with lessons 
including "Water Wonders," "Tree Cookies" and "Planet of Plenty". Time:  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Cost:  $10 per person, 

lunch provided by URWA 

Saturday, April 14 (raindate April 15): “Wildlife” and “Water Wonders”  “Wildlife” and “Water Wonders”  “Wildlife” and “Water Wonders”  “Wildlife” and “Water Wonders” ----    Junior Girl Scout Badge.  Come explore the 
preserve with URWA.  Activities include a stream study, a wildlife hike and games.  Scouts will complete five require-
ments for the Wildlife badge and three for the Water Wonders Badge.  Time:  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Cost:  $5 per 

participant, adults free 

Saturday, April 21: Arbor Day Commemorative Tree Planting Arbor Day Commemorative Tree Planting Arbor Day Commemorative Tree Planting Arbor Day Commemorative Tree Planting ----    Donate and plant a tree in honor of a loved one.  Call 
or visit www.urwa.org for details. Time:  10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 2: Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.Wakeup Call Breakfast.   Join URWA for breakfast and guest presentations on environmental 
topics, such as policy, regulations and habitat or wildlife management.  Time:  8:00 a.m.  Location:  Limestone Café, Peapack 

Friday, May 4: Spring family celebration.   Spring family celebration.   Spring family celebration.   Spring family celebration.  Gather around the fire, roast hotdogs and marshmallows, enjoy campfire 
songs, scavenger hunts and crafts.  Time:  6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.    Cost:  Member:  $10 per family  Non-Member: $15 per family 

Saturday, May 5 (raindate May 6): “Forester” and “Naturalist” B “Forester” and “Naturalist” B “Forester” and “Naturalist” B “Forester” and “Naturalist” B Webelos Outdoor Activity Badge.  Learn your way 
around outdoors during this in-depth exploration of our wildlife preserve.  Learn to identify trees and animals and 
how they interact within the ecosystem.  Each scout will plant a seedling before the day is out.  Webelos will com-
plete five requirements for Forester and four for Naturalist.  Time:  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Cost:  $5 per participant, adults free 

Saturday, May 5 (raindate May 6): Volunteer Monitoring Training.Volunteer Monitoring Training.Volunteer Monitoring Training.Volunteer Monitoring Training.  URWA’s training session provides you with the 
skills necessary to collect a water sample from a stream and complete a visual survey of the surrounding area.  You 
will visit your assigned stream with a partner one time between June 15 and 30.  All equipment will be provided.  No 
background is necessary.  Must be 15 years or older. (12+ if accompanied by an adult.)  Time:  1:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 19: Invasive species removalInvasive species removalInvasive species removalInvasive species removal.  Volunteers needed!  URWA will present a brief overview of invasive 
species and the removal methods.  Time:  TBA    Location:  William Post Property, Claremont Road, Bernardsville 

Saturday, May 19: URWA’s AnnualURWA’s AnnualURWA’s AnnualURWA’s Annual BirdBirdBirdBird----aaaa----thonthonthonthon.  Call for pledge information. 

Saturday, May 26: Bird walk on Fairview Farm.  Bird walk on Fairview Farm.  Bird walk on Fairview Farm.  Bird walk on Fairview Farm.  Join the Upper Raritan Watershed Association for a morning of bird-
ing at Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve in Bedminster, NJ.  We will search for breeding and migrant birds of field, for-
est and scrub-shrub habitat.  All level birders are welcome. Time:  7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Cost:  Free 

 All programs take place at Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster, NJ unless other-
wise specified.  Registration is required for all programsRegistration is required for all programsRegistration is required for all programsRegistration is required for all programs.  Contact Melissa Almendinger at 908-234-1852 x13 or 
melissa@urwa.org.  Visit www.urwa.org for more details. 
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OOOOPENPENPENPEN S S S SPACEPACEPACEPACE T T T TRUSTRUSTRUSTRUST F F F FUNDUNDUNDUND: : : : AAAA    
CCCCITIZENITIZENITIZENITIZEN’’’’SSSS P P P PRIMERRIMERRIMERRIMER    
   Peapack-Gladstone’s Open Space 
Trust Fund was authorized by voters 
in 1998 to provide a stable source of 
funds dedicated to the acquisition of 
land for open space and recreation 
and the preservation of 
farmland and historic 
sites within the Bor-
ough.  The Trust cur-
rently levies an annual 
$.03-per-$100.00 in tax 
receipts against Bor-
ough property assess-
ments and has col-
lected just more than 
$1 million since 1999. 

   By matching your tax 
dollars with grants from Somerset 
County or NJ State resources or by 
using our Trust to secure bonds, our 
community is able to offer competi-
tive market prices for farmland or 
other parcels that would otherwise be 
subdivided for housing.  Why is this 
important? Residential development 
costs taxpayers money in higher 
school tuition, demand for public ser-
vices and added municipal infrastruc-
ture costs. Yet, until recently, a com-
munity’s only remedies for these 
pressures were long-range planning 
and land-use regulation, including up-
zoning, regulatory takings, and litiga-
tion.  In contrast, Open Space pro-
grams allow communities to re-
purpose potential building sites 
through negotiated easements, free-
market purchases or tax-advantaged 
gifts.  Taking building lots off-market 
through strategic Open Space spend-
ing turns out to be “tax smart” munici-
pal thinking. 

Since 1999, Peapack-Gladstone’s 
Trust has been used on several occa-
sions to acquire properties totaling 
64 acres. Significantly, these acquisi-
tions averted construction of more 
than 155 new houses in the commu-
nity.  Our accomplishments include 
establishing Gateway Park in a 17-
acre parcel along Route 206 

and Pottersville Road, acquiring an 
additional 12-acre tract opposite the 
park north of Pottersville Road, the 
Rock-a-Bye Meadow preserve and 
preserving 35 acres in 2004 for-
merly owned by the Komline and 
Smith families. 

    Our Open Space Advisory Commit-
tee calculates that new hous-
ing authorized by Borough 
zoning regulations for three 
of these plots would have 
added a minimum of $2,221 
each year to the tax bills of 
median Borough homeown-
ers. In 2006, this would have 
represented an additional $3 
million in municipal expenses 
that isn’t matched by one 
pennys worth of new ser-

vices. Clearly, Open Space preserva-
tion pays large dividends. 

    How are Open Space opportunities 
identified? Our Open Space Advisory 
Committee, an appointed    board of 
citizen-volunteers, meets each 
month with land preservation profes-
sionals and local officials to review 
proposals, apply for grants and 
weigh priorities. In 2007, members 
of the Committee include:  Mayor Bill 
Horton, Kevin Auerbacher, Bob 
Hoskinson,  Mike McNamara, Greg 
Yannacone (Land Use Board Liai-
son), John Sweeney (Council Liason), 
Bob Sutton, Susan Wagner and Irv 
Wiehe (Chairman). 

    Tools available to the Committee 
include its limited tax authority, re-
tained counsel by professional land 
conservancy planners, a dedicated 
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . p e a p a c k -
gladstone.info, and frequent oppor-
tunities to participate in county, state 
and private grant programs.  We are 
fortunate for the many agencies, 
institutions and private individuals 
whose generosity and support have 
made our Open Space program a 
regional model for public/private 
cooperation in the fight against 
sprawl. 

HHHHISTORICISTORICISTORICISTORIC P P P PRESERVATIONRESERVATIONRESERVATIONRESERVATION                    
CCCCOMMISSIONOMMISSIONOMMISSIONOMMISSION    

   Final preparations for a town his-
toric Walking Tour are nearly com-
plete.  The self-guided Walking Tour, 
a fund-raising event for the Com-
mission, is scheduled for June.  At 
the start of the tour, members will 
sell maps for approximately $20 
each, but a map is not required for 
this free tour.  Commission mem-
bers will be stationed throughout 
the community to answer questions 
and provide general assistance to 
tour attendees.  Local newspapers 
will be offering more information 
and will list the date and time of the 
tour.  Come and learn about the 
fascinating history of our town. 

   Prints and note cards depicting 
scenes of Peapack-Gladstone by 
local artist and Commission mem-
ber, Victor Martinez, are available 
for purchase at the Borough Hall 
and local business establishments.  
Checks should be made payable to 
Borough of Peapack-Gladstone 
H.P.C.  Proceeds will benefit the 
Historic Preservation Commission. 

    Upcoming meetings of the His-
toric Preservation Commission will 
be held at 7:30 p.m. on March 5, 
May 7, August 6 and November 5,  
respectively, in Borough Hall.   
Dates and times may change, so 
please check with John Smith at 
908-234-1121 or Nancy Wojton at 
908-719-2956 if you are thinking 
about attending.  Anyone interested 
in the activities of the Commission 
is welcome 
to attend 
the meet-
ings.  
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PPPPEAPACKEAPACKEAPACKEAPACK----GGGGLADSTONELADSTONELADSTONELADSTONE W W W WOMANOMANOMANOMAN’’’’SSSS C C C CLUBLUBLUBLUB    
    The members of the GFWC Peapack-Gladstone Woman’s Club sin-
cerely thank the community for embracing our annual Wish Tree project in 
both the Gladstone and Peapack post offices this holiday season.  
Through your generosity, the club delivered 140 gifts to seniors at the 
Bryan Manor Assisted Living facility, the residents of Matheny School and 
various families in crisis through the Somerset County Resource Center 
for Women and their Families, our local domestic violence shelter.  The 
beautifully wrapped presents reflect the compassion and thoughtfulness 
of the residents in our area, and touched the recipients deeply.  A special 
thank you to our postal workers who so lovingly tended these trees in our 
absence.  Their help and support has been immeasurable. 

    The club has been busy with several new projects this year.  We part-
nered with two local area Girl Scout troops to provide holiday cards and 
stamps to incarcerated women, and create Birthday Bags (bags filled with 
themed party supplies, cake and frosting) for less fortunate children who 
receive assistance through the Kids Closet division of the Community 
Foodbank of New Jersey.  We recently donated a DVD projector and 
speakers to the Children’s Room of the Peapack-Gladstone Public Library, 
and look forward to working with the library to provide programming that 
encourages continuing education through all phases of life.  In January, 
we cosponsored a National Geographic Geography Bee at the Bedminster 
Township School, and presented the fifteen finalists with a new 2007 
World Almanac for Kids. 

    On a larger scale, the Peapack-Gladstone Woman’s Club has contrib-
uted significantly to the Katrina Fund and Heifer International.  We are 
working with other New Jersey State Federation of Woman’s Clubs 
(NJSFWC) to positively influence the lives of battered women and their 
children, through legal assistance and educational programs, to stop the 
circle of violence.  Also, in concert with the NJSFWC, we annually sponsor 
two young ladies to attend the Girls’ Career Institute through Douglass 
College in order to develop leadership skills and learn about exciting and 
often non-traditional job opportunities. 

    While the more universal concerns of disaster relief, world hunger and 
social issues vie for our attention and funds, the Peapack-Gladstone 
Woman’s Club remains committed to enriching our immediate community 
through beautification projects, our annual Spring Blood Drive and the 
scholarships that we make available to college-bound students and 
women returning to school or making career changes. 

    Clearly, this is not your mother’s 
Women’s Club!  If you would like more in-
formation on how to join this vital and 
ever-evolving organization, please contact 
Irene Ellis at 908-234-1090 or come to 
our monthly meetings at Borough Hall 
Conference Room A on the second Mon-
day of every month at 7:30 p.m. 

LLLLONEONEONEONE E E E EAGLEAGLEAGLEAGLE S S S SQUADRONQUADRONQUADRONQUADRON                        
PPPPROMOTESROMOTESROMOTESROMOTES C C C CADETSADETSADETSADETS    

    At the Lone Eagle Composite 
Squadron's Awards Dinner, at the 
American Legion Post 284, Glad-
stone, on December 20, Cadet 1st 
Lieutenant Stephen E. Rogacki of 
North Caldwell, N.J., was presented 
with the Squadron Flag to symbolize 
his acceptance of the Cadet Com-
mander position within the Lone 
Eagle Composite of the Civil Air Pa-
trol (CAP), New Jersey Wing. 

   At the same awards dinner, Cadet 
/ 2nd Lieutenant Stasia M. Rogacki 
of North Caldwell, N.J., was pre-
sented with the Billy Mitchell Award.  
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley C. Rogacki of North Cald-
well, N.J.  The Billy Mitchell Award is 
the second cadet milestone 
achievement award and is earned 
after successful completion of the 
first eight achievements of the ca-
det program.  The cadet must pass 
a comprehensive examination on 
aerospace and leadership, as well 
as attend a summer encampment 
for this award.   Approximately 15 
percent of all Civil Air Patrol cadets 
earn the Billy Mitchell Award.   

The Civil Air Patrol is the all volun-
teer U.S. Air Force Auxi l -
iary dedicated to a three-part mis-
sion of Aerospace Education, Cadet 
Programs, and Emergency Services.  
The Lone Eagle Composite Squad-
ron is part of Civil Air Patrol’s New 
Jersey Wing and meets on Wednes-
day nights at the Scout Cabin, Glad-
stone, N.J.   For information on the 
CAP New Jersey Wing, see  
www.njwg.cap.gov.  For more infor-
mation about the Lone Eagle Com-
posite Squadron, contact Captain 
Will McLain, V, Commander, at 908-
2 5 0 - 2 3 9 9  o r  e - m a i l 
Mclain81@comcast.net. 
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PPPPEAPACKEAPACKEAPACKEAPACK----GGGGLADSTONELADSTONELADSTONELADSTONE L L L LIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY    
NNNNEWSEWSEWSEWS    

   The Peapack and Gladstone 
Library is pleased to announce 
that Karen Pifher has been 
named our new branch director.  
Karen most recently worked at 
Bridgewater College in Virginia as 
the technical services librarian.  
Her new position marks her re-
turn to New Jersey where she be-
gan her career at the South Or-
ange Public Library in children’s 
services.  She is eager to meet 
our patrons, so please stop by 
and say hello.  As an added bo-
nus, Karen provides one-on-one 
computer training by appoint-
ment.  If you want to learn how to 
navigate the Web, open an e-mail 
account or get comfortable with 
the mouse, talk to Karen and 
schedule an appointment. 

    The Library will be sponsoring a 
wide range of events for the 
Spring.  There are programs 
scheduled for all ages.  Check the 
Circulation Desk for an updated 
calendar!  Registration is required 
for most events, and space is lim-
ited.  Please call the library at 
908-234-0598 to register or for 
more information. 

 

PPPPEAPACKEAPACKEAPACKEAPACK & G & G & G & GLADSTONELADSTONELADSTONELADSTONE P P P POLICEOLICEOLICEOLICE A A A AWARDSWARDSWARDSWARDS    

    Members of the Police Department were recently recognized for 
their outstanding contributions of service.  The list of accomplish-
ments include: 

    Thomas Scanlon was appointed to the rank of Corporal.  He will be 
responsible for supervising a squad of three officers.  He also re-
ceived the Chief’s Achievement Award (with Silver Star in lieu of 2nd 
award) for successfully obtaining thermal and night vision equipment, 
as well as computer and audio-visual equipment, valued at more than 
$40,000, from State and Federal grants. 

    Officer Robert Keyes was named Senior Patrol Officer.  This posi-
tion acknowledges the most senior non-supervising officer within the 
Department.  He was awarded a Letter of Commendation for his ac-
tions in safely evacuating a resident from a house on Branch Road 
during severe flooding in October 2005.  Officer Keyes was also rec-
ognized by the NJ SCPA Humane Police for his actions in saving the 
life of a dog that was trapped under a pool cover. 

    Detective David Lissner was awarded the Chief’s Achievement 
Award (with Silver Star in lieu of 2nd award) for his contributions to the 
department’s firearms training program.  As the department’s lead 
firearms instructor, he constantly updates the methods and tech-
niques used so that officers remain proficient in the use of the three 
weapons systems employed by the agency. Detective Lissner was 
also awarded the Somerset County Police Academy’s Instructor Bar 
for teaching at the academy for three years. 

    Officer Owen Duff was appointed Detective and was awarded a Let-
ter of Commendation for his actions at a fire at the Opah Grille in No-
vember 2005.  He assisted the Fire Department in stretching hose 
lines and establishing a water supply. 

    Officer Dirk Sheasley was awarded the Honorable Service Award 
for his actions in assisting Bedminster Township Police in the rescue 
of five civilians trapped on a roof at a Bedminster house fire in Octo-
ber 2006. 

    Police Secretary Gina Kalvin was awarded the Chiefs Achievement 
Medal for her contribution to the Department’s Senior Citizen Call In 
program. 

    Special Officer Michael DiLullo was awarded the Chief’s Achieve-
ment Award for overseeing the installation of the State’s Criminal Jus-
tice Information System at police headquarters. 

    Sergeant Richard Heneman, Corporal Steven Ferrante, Detective 
Lissner, Officers Duff, Sheasley, Paul Morris, and Special Officer Di-
Lullo were awarded Letters of Commendation for their contribution to 
the Borough’s Funeral for the late Mayor Vincent Girardy. 
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